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Saying goodbye is never easy. In fact, it can be downright traumatizing. Unless you know that 
it's really not "goodbye" but only "until next time."  

Jesus' death and resurrection meant a time away from the world, but it was only "until next time" 
for His disciples and spiritual children. 

Let's turn Back to the Bible for some encouragement and motivation to connect ourselves and 
others with Jesus. 

Here's what John writes in John 13:31-33. 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified 
in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and glorify him at 
once. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said 
to the Jews, so now I also say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'" 

Judas has been identified as the one who will betray Jesus. This betrayal was predicted 500 years 
before by Zechariah. Things must happen. But what's amazing is that Jesus didn't shame Judas or 
even hate Judas. His heart broke for him. 

And then, in verses 31-32, Jesus says, "When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of 
Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him 
in himself, and glorify him at once." God would be glorified through Jesus' death. It was in His 
death and resurrection that the long-awaited promise from Genesis 3 would be fulfilled. It was in 
this act of incredible love for the world and hate for sin that Jesus and His father would be 
glorified. 

It's horrible to think, but it's true. Jesus was glorified through the cross. Finally, sin would be 
dealt with. Justice would be served for the sins of those who turn to Christ in repentance. It was 
through the cross that sin would lose its power over us. We are born enemies of God and slaves 
of sin. It's only through the cross that one can find freedom. And it is through the cross that 
Satan's grip is removed from the hearts and souls of mankind.  

It is a horribly beautiful reality that Jesus would be glorified through the cross. God would be 
glorified through Jesus. God's faithfulness would be displayed. God's love would be displayed 
for all time. God's holiness would be available for all to see. God's goodness would be realized in 
His demand and provision of justice. And God's power would be felt as sin and death were 
defeated on the cross. 



And then, in verse 33, Jesus provides hope for the believer and a warning for the lost. For His 
children, there will be a reunion. It's not goodbye. It's until the next time when Jesus returns. But 
for the lost, it's a reminder that without the cross and the reception of God's scandalous gift of 
Jesus, at death, it is goodbye forever. 

So here's my challenge for you today: long for the reunion and live for the reception. If you're a 
Christian, long for that sweet day when you will see your Savior face to face. You will prepare 
for that reunion each day as you live and speak. And you will also live for the reception. You 
know the lost are lost forever apart from the grace of God. Bring the message of the Gospel to 
those who are far from God.  

If you’ve never received this gift, receive it today. Turn from your sin, admit your need for 
Christ, and believe in His power to defeat sin forever. 


