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In 1999 I had jaw surgery that dramatically changed the way I looked. After surgery, I had my 
jaw wired and lost about 25 lbs. in a matter of a few weeks. I came back to school, and people 
didn’t recognize me. I went to youth group, and my friend of 14 years had no idea who I was. I 
returned to my own people, and they did not know me. 

Well, Jesus experienced something similar but far more tragic. What happened? Let’s continue 
our study of the Book of John in John 1:9-13 (ESV). 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

Jesus Christ is God and always has been God. And 2,000 years ago, he took on flesh and became 
the God-man. John here says God created the world He entered, but the world did not recognize 
Him. They did not know Him. He came to his own people, but they did not receive Him.  

Think about what John just said. Jesus’ thumbprint is everywhere in creation, but the world 
looked right past Him. God’s chosen people were promised a Messiah. 353 prophecies were 
made about the Messiah. Where He would be born. The circumstances around His birth. The 
arrows pointed to Jesus, but His very people who were expecting Him rejected Him. They did 
not know Him like my friends did not know me when I returned. 

But what’s amazing is in verse 12, those who did receive Him and believed in His name became 
children of God. One of the mistakes people make is saying that all people are God’s children. 
They are not. Yes, He is the author of their life, but only those who receive and believe in Jesus 
Christ can be called His children and receive the benefits of that relationship.  

And in another scandalous pen stroke, John begins to lay out the Gospel. It is not our will or our 
power that we become God’s children. It is purely by the gift of God. It is God’s choice, and 
God’s doing. 

What a gift, but many miss it and reject it.  

So here’s my challenge for you today: remember what your life was like before Christ and 
celebrate what it is like after Christ. You were blind in the darkness, but Christ’s light consumed 



you. You are now God’s child. What a gift and privilege. So remember and celebrate this gift 
from God. 

When you do this, you will win the day.  


